




















Molly said. But we'd love to rent it.

Within a few months, Rooney's house
had become an Oxford House, the first
one outside the Washington area. It
thrived and soon spawned a second house
in Bethlehem. Molloy was thrilled. It
proved that the concept would work out-
side Washington. Rooney was thrilled too.
Like many Washington landlords, he'd
worried how the neighbors would react to
the house, and, also like the Washington
landlords, he found there was no problem.
“There are no complaints from the neigh-
bors,” he says. “Everybody loves them.
It's a fantastic house.”

Soon Rooney was avidly touting Oxford
House to his old friends in Congress. So,
of course, was Paul Molloy. In 1988,
when the House was drafting an anti-drug
bill, Molloy and his old friend Rep. Ed-
ward Madigan (R-IIL.) talked about adding
a provision to use some federal grant
money to help start new Oxford Houses
around the country.

Eagerly, Molloy brought the issue to
the Oxford House board, which is com-
posed of the president of each house.
They hated the idea. Government money
means government control, they said,
which means rules and regulations and
bureaucrats to please. That'll be the end
of self-support and self-governance. Be-
sides, everything the government touches
turns to. . .

lan McDonald, then the director of the
White House Drug Abuse Policy Office,
heard the same sentiments when he vis-
ited the Oxford House on Northampton
Street: “They expressed hostility about
what the government would do to this
program, which was working.”

Deep in his Republican soul, Paul Mol-
loy was proud of that reaction—here, by
God, were some people who didn't want
government handouts—but he also be-
lieved that the country needed Oxford
Houses and that Oxford House needed
money to expand. So he sat down with
Madigan and several House staffers and
came up with a compromise: a mandatory
$100,000 fund in each state to provide
loans to start “self-run and self-supported
recovery housing throughout the country.”

“We believe we have discovered a cost-
effective program that has had great suc-
cess in reducing relapse,” Madigan told
his congressional colleagues.

And in the fall of 1988, Paul Molloy’s
grand vision became the law of the land.

WHEN TIM MAILLY READ THAT NEW
law, he groaned.

“Who dreamed this up?” he thought. A
$100,000 fund to provide loans of up to
$4,000 for recovering alcoholics and drug
addicts to rent houses? And run them
without supervision? “They're crazy!”

Mailly, business manager of the Ver-
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mont Office of Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
had reason to be skeptical. He'd run half-
way houses for addicts, and they'd never
worked very well. The residents avoided
employment as long as possible, and then,
when they finally got a job and were asked
to contribute to the support of the house,
they usually moved out. A self-described
cynic, Mailly couldn’t imagine recovering
addicts running their own houses.

“My reaction was, ‘T'll set the fund up,
and I'll just leave it there and never do
anything with it.” That was my original
intention.”

Then he read some Oxford House lit-
erature, and he was impressed: The
houses had been working for almost 15
years. So he called Paul Molloy. “Jeez, he
can talk,” Mailly says, laughing. “He's re-
ally proud of his program, and he's out
selling it, Paul's a salesman.”

A good one, apparently. Last spring,
the state of Vermont hired Oxford House
to send up some organizers to help set up
four houses. The cost to the state:
$35,000. “In this day and age, that’s a
steal,” Mailly says.

On June 1, two Oxford House resi-
dents—Steve Polin, 37, a former Justice
Department paralegal and a recovering
cocaine addict, and Jack Strong, 72, a re-
tired Air Force colonel and recovering al-
coholic—arrived in Vermont. The first
thing they did was drive to East Dorset to
make a pilgrimage to the grave of Bill
Wilson, the founder of AA. Then they
started searching for houses and for re-
covering addicts to fill them. Within two
weeks, they had a men’s house going in
Burlington. A month later, a women's
house opened in Colchester. A third
house is due to open this month.

Watching that process, Tim Mailly
started shedding some of his cynicism.
“Before you knew it, [the residents] were
all working,” he says. “They feel like
they're involved in it, that they have some
stake and that they can stay as long as
they want. And that’s important.”

While Polin and Strong were setting up
houses in Vermont, John O'Neill and
Nkosi Jackson, a resident of an Adams-
Morgan Oxford House, were helping to
start two houses—one male and one fe-
male—in Kansas City, Mo.

“They're doing well,” says Lois Olson,
director of the Missouri Division of Alco-
hol and Drug Abuse, which oversees the
program. Still, she has worries about Ox-
ford House. “It's a great concept,” she
says, but she fears that government mon-
ey might ruin it. “Bureaucrats can get
hold of things and put all kinds of regu-
lations and provisos on them and end up
killing a good thing.”

That's a fear frequently voiced by
those watching Oxford House expand, and
it's not an unreasonable one, After all, the
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up on her. It's just like everybody says. I
gotta drop her off and get back into the
program.”

Gary suggests a solution: If Tim at-
tends an NA meeting with somebody
from the house every day for the next
three months, he can stay. If not, he’ll be
thrown out.

“I'd be more than happy to,” Tim says.

With that settled, Little Mike brings up
the next item on the agenda: “Who's
gonna cut the grass?”

AT HIS “DOG AND PONY SHOW” IN TREN-
ton, Paul Molloy told the Oxford House
story—and his own—complete with dra-
matic flourishes and comic relief. He even
managed to work in the anecdote about
the Amtrak bill and the inkblots on the
napkins. And his joke about how the res-
idents of the first house had planned to
call it “Sobriety Haven in Town” until
they realized what the acronym would
spell. When he finished, he introduced the
three Oxford House veterans he'd
brought along.

“My name is John, and I'm a recovering
addict,” said John Seeland, 33, who had a
good job selling computers before cocaine
and booze caught up with him. He'd
kicked the habit a few times, but he al-
ways went back to it until he moved into
the Garrison Street Oxford House three
years ago. “The guys there cared about
me, and they took me around to meetings
and introduced me to their friends. That’s
when my recovery began. After three
vears, I've slowly progressed to the point
where I'm helping the new guys who
come in now. And they still help me,
mainly just by reminding me how crazy
you are when you first come in.”

“I never learned to work clean and so-
ber before,” said Steve Polin, who moved
into an Oxford House three years ago
after doing 22 months in a federal prison
on cocaine charges. “Oxford House taught
me how to learn to do that.”

“T couldn’t have stayed straight if it
wasn’t for that house,” said Susan Di-
Giovanni, 29, a recovering Dilaudid addict
who is so excited about Oxford House
that she has helped to start six of them.
“Those girls helped me and showed me
the way, and took me to meetings when [
didn’t want to go, and guided me and
loved me. It’s not an institution, it's a
family.”

“I feel like I'm at a revival meeting,”
joked Riley Regan, the New Jersey official
who had convened the gathering. But
Regan, who had, in his days as a Mont-
gomery County official, watched the birth
pains of the first Oxford House, couldn’t
resist doing a bit of testifying himself. “It
works,” he said, “and I just hope the var-
ious bureaucracies don’t find ways of put-
ting up barriers to stop this.” He also an-
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